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Ten-Year Anniversary Edition Released for Popular Local Novel 
Marquette, MI, April 14, 2016—In 2006, local author Tyler R. Tichelaar published his first novel, Iron 
Pioneers, which was soon followed by two sequels, The Queen City and Superior Heritage to complete 
The Marquette Trilogy. Now Tichelaar is celebrating the ten-year anniversary of this first novel by 
reprinting it with a new color cover, an interior historic map of Marquette, and a new preface “Creating a 
Literature for Upper Michigan.” 

“It felt like the ten-year anniversary of my first book was a reason to celebrate,” said Tichelaar. “And Iron 
Pioneers remains my bestselling book to this day, but I was never happy with the brown cover, which 
was chosen by my publisher at the time. I initially envisioned a gold cover, so I’ve chosen that, which 
seemed appropriate for an anniversary edition.” 

Tichelaar first had the idea to write novels set in Marquette back in 1987 when he began writing his first 
book, eventually published in 2009 as The Only Thing That Lasts. But it was in 1999, when he was living 
in Kalamazoo, earning his Ph.D. in Literature, and homesick for the U.P., that he had the idea to write a 
novel that covered the scope of Marquette’s history. “It was Marquette’s sesquicentennial year,” he said, 
“and I felt it was time to tell Marquette’s story in a new way that highlighted its significant role in 
American history.” Tichelaar planned to write one novel, but the more research he did, the larger it grew, 
until it eventually became a trilogy. “It was seven years from conception to publication,” said Tichelaar, 
“but nearly 600,000 words and countless drafts later, I found it all worth it when people began reading 
The Marquette Trilogy.” 

The plot of Iron Pioneers begins with a prologue about Father Marquette coming to the Marquette area. It 
then moves ahead to 1849 when Marquette was founded. It follows several fictional families through the 
early pioneer years, the Civil War, the fire of 1868, and the growth of Marquette. Numerous historical 
people, including Bishop Baraga and Peter White, are featured in the story. The story concludes in 1897 
with the celebrations surrounding the Father Marquette statue’s unveiling. The successive books in the 
trilogy continue the story of Marquette’s history up to the sesquicentennial celebrations in 1999. “I 
wanted readers to feel they were stepping back in time to meet Marquette’s pioneers and to come away 
appreciating the sacrifices they made and the courage they showed when the settled here,” said Tichelaar. 

Tichelaar has been very pleased with his readers’ responses to Iron Pioneers and his other books. “People 
tell me that they look at Marquette differently after they read my books. They notice old buildings, 
wonder about the people who once lived or worked there, and want to learn more about them. Tichelaar 
also noted that when he began writing Iron Pioneers, there was a lack of adult fiction set in Upper 
Michigan. Since then, the number of U.P. writers has exploded. “Today we can be proud that we have a 
vibrant and diverse U.P. literature,” said Tichelaar. “We have novels, history books, and poetry. I know of 
over one hundred U.P. writers all doing their part to capture the essence of our life here. I am proud to be 
one of the pioneers of that movement, and I intend to write many more books for the people who love this 
place and call it home.” 

Iron Pioneers, The Marquette Trilogy: Book One (ISBN 9780979179006, Marquette Fiction, 2016) can 
be purchased in paperback and ebook editions through local and online bookstores. For more information, 
visit www.MarquetteFiction.com. Review copies available upon request. 
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